
 
 

Preliminary Program Schedule 

Clinical Pathology 101: Magnify your Diagnostic and 

Internal Medicine Skills 

July 10-11, 2021 
11 hours CE 

Kate Baker, DVM, MS, DACVP (Clinical Pathology) 
Will Baker, DVM (Emergency Medicine) 

 

SATURDAY 
 
7-8:15 AM   Registration/Breakfast 
 
8:15-8:30 AM  Welcome 
 
8:30-10 AM Unlocking Clues in the CBC and Blood Smear (Dr. Kate Baker, 1.5 hours) 

Description: This session will provide a practical approach to CBC and blood 
smear interpretation.  
Objectives: To review interpretation of red blood cell, white blood cell, and 
platelet morphologic abnormalities and discuss their clinical relevance. To 
highlight common blood smear artifacts and identify infectious agents. The 
attendees will learn how to integrate all these parameters with the information 
derived from their patient.  

 
10-10:30 AM  Visit exhibitors/break 
 
10:30 AM-12 PM Hematology Case Discussions (Dr. Kate Baker, 1.5 hours) 

Description: This session will provide a practical approach interpreting the CBC 
and blood smear using clinical cases to illustrate diagnostic approaches.    
Objectives: 1: To be able classify anemias as regenerative, non-regenerative, or 
iron deficiency based on the CBC report and blood smear.  Different 
mechanisms of anemia (e.g.; blood loss, hemolysis, systemic disease, bone 
marrow disease) will be discussed. 2: Review interpretation of white blood cell 
parameters and discuss their clinical relevance. Case discussions will be used to 
illustrate clinically relevant abnormalities. 

 



12:00-12:10 PM  Break 
 
12:10-1:10 PM  Lunch – Bonus 1 hr FREE CE! Reticulocytes Count: Why They are More 

Important than Just Classifying Anemia 
Sponsored By:  Scott Sabelhaus, DVM 
 The absolute reticulocyte count measures bone marrow response to demand 

for red blood cells. The quality of the reticulocyte provides insight into relatively 
common diseases with or without anemia. Case material will be used as a 
foundation for discussion on why reticulocytes count.  RACE ID: 106-33200   

 
1:10-1:30 PM Break/Visit exhibitors 
 
1:30-3 PM  Diagnosis of Hematologic Oncologic Disorders (Dr. Kate Baker, 1.5 hours)  
 Description:  This session will discuss the various types of hematologic oncologic 

disorders seen in small animals and how to use the CBC, blood smear, and 
ancillary testing to diagnose them.  
Objectives: To review the various types of neoplastic conditions that can 
develop from hematopoietic precursors and overview the microscopic and 
molecular methods used for accurate diagnosis. This session will be focused on 
the practical aspects of diagnosing hematologic oncologic disorders and how 
accurate diagnosis can affect patient treatment and prognosis. Case discussions 
will be used to illustrate clinically relevant abnormalities. 

 
3-3:30 PM   Visit exhibitors/break 
 
3:30-5 PM  Urine Trouble: Common Mistakes and Confusions (Dr. Kate Baker; 1.5 hours) 

Description:  This session will discuss common confusions and frustrations 
encountered in clinical practice when evaluating urine microscopically and how 
to avoid them.  
Objectives:  To highlight commonly misidentified microscopic elements in urine 
and discuss clinically relevant cytologic findings. We will also discuss urine 
preparation techniques that will aid in obtaining a quality microscopic sample.  
 

5-7 PM    Evening Free Time – If health and safety standards allow at the time of the 
event, we will plan an evening social hour! 

 
 
 

SUNDAY 
 
7-8:20 AM   Registration/Breakfast 
 
8:20-8:30 AM  Announcements 
 
8:30-10 AM  Cytology in Clinical Practice: Tips for Sample Collection, Preparation, and 

Interpretation (Dr. Kate Baker, 1.5 hours) 



Description:  This session will highlight techniques involved in sample collection 
and slide preparation of tissue and fluid aspirates as well as a review of 
commonly confused cytologic artifacts and an algorithm for general cytologic 
interpretation. 
Objectives:  To introduce techniques for proper sample collection and slide 
preparation and to provide a systematic approach for the interpretation of 
cytological findings.   

  
10-10:15 AM  Break 
 
10:15-11:15 AM  You Can Do It! Practical Approach for Internal Organ Aspiration (Dr. Will 

Baker; 1 hour) 
Description:  Ultrasound guided fine needle aspirates can provide a minimally 
invasive assessment of underlying disease, often with a low complication rate. 
We will discuss equipment and tips/tricks used to obtain a diagnostic sample 
from internal organs using ultrasound guidance. 
Objectives:  Review aspiration techniques for specific organs: liver, spleen, 
urinary bladder, prostate, abdominal lymph nodes, lung, pericardium, etc. 
Review risks and benefits of in-house sample collection to help narrow a 
differential list and guide treatment.  

 
11:15 AM-11:30 AM Break 
 
11:30 AM-1 PM  Internal Medicine Case Discussions: When the Microscope Cracked the Case 

(Dr. Kate Baker, 1.5 hours) 
Description:  This session will highlight internal medicine cases where the 
microscope played a vital role in the patient’s ultimate diagnosis.  
Objectives:  To illustrate the utility of cytology and hematology in practice using 
real-life patient cases and emphasize how integrating CBC, biochemical, and 
microscopic data can be used in achieving a diagnosis.  
 


