
 
 

Preliminary Program Schedule 
Cyto Detective: Using the Microscope to Crack 

the Case 
April 24, 2022 

6 hours CE 
Kate Baker, DVM, MS, DACVP (Clinical Pathology) 

*All times reflect Central Daylight Time 
 

 
 
8 AM CDT  Welcome/Introductions 
 
8:10-9:30 AM Cytology of Neoplasia: When Cells Go Rogue (1.5 hours) 

Description: From benign fatty tumors to life-threatening malignant cancers, 
neoplasia can bear a wide breadth of implications for our patients. In many 
cases, diagnosis of various neoplasms can be made cytologically. This session 
will cover the basics of cytologic investigation of neoplastic processes. 
Objectives: Review terminology of neoplasia in order to use it appropriately 
when communicating with veterinarians and clients. Recognize how neoplastic 
populations are generally categorized and what features suggest they are 
benign or malignant. Identify the neoplasms that do not follow the general 
criteria of malignancy rules so as not to misinterpret these when encountered.   

 
9:30-9:40 AM  Questions/Discussion 
 
9:40-9:50 AM  Break 
 
9:50-10:40 AM Monsters Inside Me: Blood Edition (1 hour) 

Description: In this session, we will delve into the world of hemotropic 
microorganisms. Organisms discussed will include those that cause disease in 
dogs and cats. We will review clinical presentation, relevant CBC abnormalities, 
and morphologic appearance. 
Objectives: Become familiar with how blood-borne infectious disease presents 
in dogs and cats. Be able to incorporate your knowledge of blood-borne 
infectious organism morphology into your practice to more accurately diagnose 
hematologic pathology.  



 
10:40-10:50 AM Questions/Discussion 
 
10:50-11:50 AM Sponsor presentation TBD 
 
11: 50 AM-12:30 PM Lunch 
 
12:30-1:50 PM  Effusion Confusion (1.5 hours)  
 Description:  Cytologic evaluation of effusions serves a vital role in determining 

underlying cause. Unique clues can be detected in the microscopic assessment 
of the effusion that can allow for narrowing down of a differential list or even 
achieving a definitive diagnosis. In this session, we will discuss causes of various 
effusions and what they look like microscopically.   
Objectives: Recognize the necessary components for thorough fluid analysis. 
Recognize important cellular components/patterns that make up various types 
of effusions. Recognize the cytologic characteristics of reactive mesothelial cells. 
Be able to prioritize additional ancillary that can be performed on cavity 
effusions to aid in identifying the underlying pathology.  

 
1:50-2:00 PM  Questions/Discussion 
 
2:00-2:10 PM  Break 
 
2:10-2:25 PM  Meet A Sponsor 
 
2:25-3:15 PM There’s a Fungus Amongus (1 hour) 

Description:  In this session, we will discuss various types of dimorphic fungi 
that cause disease in domestic animals. Discussion topics include defining 
dimorphic fungi, exploring their cytologic characteristics, and briefly reviewing 
how they can present clinically. 
Objectives:  Recognize what a dimorphic fungus is and how it differs from other 
types of fungi. Gain confidence in identifying key cytologic features of dimorphic 
fungal organisms. Recognize how yeasts like Malassezia, dermatophytes, and 
Sporothrix appear differently than the four types of fungus highlighted in this 
lesson. 

 
3:15-3:25 PM  Questions/Discussion 
 
3:25-3:30 PM  Break 

 
3:30-4:20 PM Urine Trouble: Common Mistakes and Confusions (1 hour) 

Description:  This session will discuss common confusions and frustrations 
encountered in clinical practice when evaluating urine microscopically and how 
to avoid them. 
Objectives:  To highlight commonly misidentified microscopic elements in urine 
and discuss clinically relevant cytologic findings. We will also discuss urine 
preparation techniques that will aid in obtaining a quality microscopic sample. 
 



4:20-4:45 PM  Questions/Discussion/Conclude 
Thanks for learning with us! 


